IV Ezra 13:2-3 presents a strange picture: "there arose a violent wind from the sea, and stirred all its waves. And I beheld, and lo! The wind caused to come up out of the heart of the seas as it were the form of a man. And I beheld, and lo! This man flew with the clouds of heaven."
In the following verses of IV Ezra 13 "this man" is portrayed as defeating all earthly opposition to God by slaying them with fire from his mouth. The odd picture raises at least two problematic questions:
(1) how can the "man" come from the sea and yet fly with the clouds?
(2) If allusion is being made to Daniel 7, why is the "man" pictured as rising out of the sea instead of the four beasts of Daniel 7:3? These problems have aroused much discussion and various solutions have been offered.
Some have solved the apparent contradictions by seeing no reference to Daniel 7, but to ancient mythological traditions which picture a god ascending from the sea. For example, Gunkel sees no allusion to Daniel 7, but views the reference against the background of an unknown mythological tradition concerning a star god, who emerges from the sea, ascends to a heavenly mountain, scourges the enemy with his burning rays, and establishes his reign of peace. there is no evidence for a mythological idea of a pre-existing man .5 5 Others have, with no better evidence, concurred that the figure of the "man" of IV Ezra 13 has been drawn from a general apocalyptic tradition, whose roots lay ultimately in some A.N.E. mythological idea .6 6 Therefore, a purely mythological influence is unlikely because of its speculative nature, not being based on any existing evidence. Furthermore, among extant mythological traditions there are no convincing parallels to IV Ezra 13.7 The same judgment must be reached about similar proposals concerning a Gnostic mythological background. 8 It is possible that the picture of the man from the sea is a result of a combination of Daniel 7 with other traditional apocalyptic material, 9 but the exact content of such "material" is rarely, if ever, described.'° The idea of such a combination would be more
